266                  Panchapadika

the existence of the pot is conditioned by this last moment
The existence of the pot as conditioned by the momentg
earlier to this moment is distinct from the former existence.
This latter existence is referred to as its *adi' (beginning)
Even in these moments each moment finds its destruction in
the immediately succeeding moment. The destruction in
the succeeding moment is copervasive with the existence of
this moment. In this the earlier moments are similar to
the last moment. From this inference mome;.tariness is
established. And the identity between the moments is based
only on their similarity with one another.

To this, Padmapada gives a counter-inference which
may be rendered thus :

Existence is noticed in the first moment. Existence can
give rise only to existence. As such even at the end we can
infer the existence of the pot.

'The first moment' means the moment which conditions
the existence of the pot; the 'end' means those moments
which condition its destruction. As such even after the
destruction of the pot, we may infer the existence of the po^
during those moments. We may infer that the existence
of the pot is copervasive with those moments of the pot
(when the pot is no more). All the moments have the nat-
ure of time. The first moments are the times as conditioned
by its existence. The same may hold good of the last mom-
ent also.

The Buddhist argues that when the pot is no more,there
is the experience of its negation or absence ; and as such
the Vedantin's inference runs counter to experience.